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NOTES FROM THE PSYCHOLOGICAL LABORATORY 
OF VASSAR COLLEGE 

I. Some Statistics on Synesthesia 



Collected by K. B. ROSE 



Two hundred and fifty-four women students, mostly from the Junior 
and Senior college classes, were asked to report upon any associations 
they possessed between colors or forms and letters, numbers, days of 
the week, months, and so on. It was found that 23, or a little over 
9%, had color associations. Of these, 6 showed the phenomenon in a 
very striking degree; 7 in a moderate degree, and 10 in a slight degree. 
The order of colors arranged according to the frequency with which 
they entered into associations of this sort was, beginning with the 
most frequent : brown, yellow, gray, red, blue, green, pink, white, 
orange, violet, lavender. The colors were associated oftenest with 
letters, next oftenest with names of persons; then came names of 
cities, and lastly musical tones. Of the letters associated with colors 
40% were vowels : since the number of consonants in the alphabet is 
about four times the number of vowels, this means a decided prepon- 
derance of vowels in color associations. The letter was most fre- 
quently found in such associations : a was a close second, then came e, 
while i and u stood together as the vowels least often occurring in 
association with colors. 

The number of persons having form-associations was 32, about 12% 
of the number questioned. In 27 cases the year was associated with a 
form, and in 22 of these the figure was that of an ellipse or circle, an 
obvious suggestion from diagrams of the earth's orbit such as are 
often found in geographies. In 21 cases the numbers from 1 to 10 
suggested a form ; in 16 cases the days of the week had this sort of 
association, and in two instances centuries had a figure associated to 
them. 

II. An Instance of the Effect of Verbal Suggestion 
on Tactual Space Perception 



Reported by M. F. Washburn 

The observer in the experiments to be described was a young woman 
student of psychology, a good visnalizer, and, according to her own 
statement, decidedly suggestible. The experimenters were the writer 
and Dr. Elsie Murray; probably the fact that they both, as members 
of the instructing staff, possessed prestige in the observer's mind, 
added to the effectiveness of their suggestions. 

In the first set of experiments, the method was as follows. Rubber- 
tipped compass points, separated by a distance of 15 mm., were set 
down on the volar side of the observer's wrist, parallel to the long 
axis, and, after an interval of two seconds, set down again in the 
same region, being shifted only enough to avoid fatiguing the skin. 



